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of the volume but none of the recent social activities, such as 
municipal housing, are omitted. It is a general, though not 
dispassionate, plea for the laissez faire principle. 

Karl F. Geiser. 
Oberlin College. 
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This essay attempts a comprehensive summary and critical 
analysis of the statistical material bearing on the subject of 
its title. A small amount of space is given to introductory general 
considerations. The sources of information are next reviewed. 
Previous treatment of the same subject, especially by Spahr 
and Nearing, is discussed and criticised. A chapter on The 
Distribution of Wages occupies one third of the available space. 
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It is not possible in a review to give "the gist of the matter" 
where the interest of the book reviewed lies in the material 
brought together rather than in conclusions arrived at. The 
author himself would apparently consider such positive con- 
clusions as are drawn rather incidental. He says, "Knowledge 
of the distribution of incomes ... in a form definite enough 
for practical use . . . does not exist" (p. 155). This and 
similar phrases suggest that the author is perhaps too little 
theoretical. The reviewer feels that more detailed statistical 
and theoretical analysis and a bolder forcing of conclusions 
from the data would be justified, and, indeed, will not cease to 
be necessary after more and better material is available. The 
extension of the census enumeration schedules in the ways sug- 
gested — asking the farmer the amount of rent and interest paid 



